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Stay well stay safe 

CALENDAR OF 
ACTIVITIES 

1 June—Scrabble Group 
Call Glenys 

2 June—Committee meeting 
10:00 by Zoom 

4 June—Solo Group 
Check with Denise 

10 June—Canasta Group 
Check with Ann 

15 June—Walking Group 
Studley Park Boathouse 

16 June—Discussion Group 
TBA 

18 June—Garden Group 
TBA 

22 June—Creative Pursuits 
TBA 

23 June—Investors Group 
TBA 

25 June—Book Group 1 
Kew Library, but check 
 — Book Group 2 
Zoom meeting 

BENDIGO BANK GRANT 

We received some good news this week, the Bendigo 
Bank has approved our application and agreed to 
support the club with a $1500 sponsorship grant.  

This is the second grant approved by the bank and it is fantastic 
that they are prepared to support local communities in this way.  
This grant will enable us to subsidise a number of our future 
activities and ensure our club continues in the same vibrant way 
as it has in the past. 

In other news, it is good to see that our restrictions are starting 
to ease and that our walking group is going to venture out and 
breathe in the fresh air.  Obviously we still have a long way to go 
and it will be a bit of a “drip feed” process as we gradually begin 
our other activities.  We will keep you up to date on changes as 
they occur. 

Like many of you who planned to escape the Melbourne winter 
with an overseas trip, this would have been sent to you from 
Spain, a trip that we have had to cancel.  Anyway, better to be 
safe than sorry. 

Take care and stay safe.  

BIRTHDAYS 
  IN   JUNE 
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Welfare Report 

Coming up 
Scrabble 
Scrabble players are very keen to return to play with 
changes to the number of people who can gather 
together may make that possible. 

Interested players please contact Glenys so 
appropriate arrangements can be made.  
Convenor:  Glenys Chalk 

Solo 
Thursday 4 June,  7:30pm by Zoom  
Convenor:  Denise Powell. 

Canasta 

Wednesday 10 June,  7:30pm by Zoom 
Convenor:  Ann  Price. 

Walking for Enjoyment. 
Monday 15th June 10.00 a.m. 
Studley Park boathouse to Dights Falls 
Meet in the car park off Boathouse Road. 
Melway 2D F8 
Coffee at Studley Park Boat house. 
Leader John Astle  

Zoom reminder 
You DO NOT HAVE TO DOWNLOAD AND INSTALL the Zoom 
‘app’.  To host a meeting you do need to install the app. 

You will be prompted to download the software, once you have 
clicked on the link that you have been provided. You may also 
wish to create an account, but that is not required to 
participate in a Zoom meeting.  

Advice of a Zoom event will be sent by email.  You only need to 
click on the blue hyperlink in the email with the meeting ID and 
password in order to join. 

Creative Pursuits 
Our Creative Pursuits group met this afternoon on zoom, 
hopefully we will meet here at our home on June 22, at 
1:30pm to plan the next outings, a lot depends on what is 
being offered in the public domain in the next few 
months. 
Five members participated, in their dressing gowns/bed 
jackets as arranged last zoom meeting.  Great to catch up 
with each other.  
Suggestions for on-line viewing - virtual tour of RASV site, 
Flinders Lane Gallery, and the Immigration Museum 
(Collecting the Curve).  
Tentative arrangement to visit The Johnston Collection 
(Diamonds and Pearls) in October and the Christmas 
break-up to be on November 23.  
Convenor: Elaine Provan 

Sadly another one of our members has been 
diagnosed with cancer.  Denise Boschetti has been 
diagnosed with lung cancer and will be starting 
treatment shortly.  A persistent cough led to some 
investigations which then led to her diagnosis.  

Our thoughts are with her and Charlie as they try to 
come to terms with her diagnosis. 

Ted Angleton is still in hospital in Frankston and 
receiving treatment. 

Pat Pascoe is hoping her radiotherapy will finish 
soon. She is tolerating it well. 

Rosemary McMeekin is still slowly recovering. 

Shirley Bushnie’s granddaughter advises that Shirley 
has just come out of hospital in the last day or so. 

My best wishes to all our members especially to 
those who have been battling illness at this difficult 
time.  

Hopefully with the relaxing of the lockdown we can 
start to lead a slightly more normal life.  If we all take 
care of each other and stick to the rules more and 
more restrictions can be eased and we can have 
more of our regular activities again. 

Keep warm and keep well.  
Veronica 

Another  

Zoom Activity for Greythorn Probus 
Members.  
Convenor: Roy Price 

“An Excel Spreadsheet Refresher” 
Most of us have used Spreadsheets on occasions. 
Here is an opportunity to review a recent simple 
spreadsheet of mine and from this review useful 
function options and layouts.  Best to be viewed on a 
full size monitor rather than ipad.  

Suggested date is Wednesday 10 June say 11.00am 
and would appreciate an email if interested so the 
spreadsheet can be sent prior for your preliminary 
evaluation –email Roy. 



Investors 

Book Group 1 

Book Group 2 

As the restrictions are gradually reduced, it looks as 
though our planned tours will be able to happen. 

The first of these will be: 

The Ultimate 

Indulgence  

day trip 

Come and celebrate our 
release from isolation. 

Monday July 20th, $50.00 pp, (subsidised by our 
grant) morning tea, wine tasting & lunch. 

This great full day out includes a delicious morning 
tea at the Melton Country Club. 

From there we make our way into the rolling green 
hills of Gisborne South and visit the Gisborne Peak 
Winery. 

We’ll enjoy a guided tasting of some of their fine 
wines before a delightful lunch of Tasters Platters 
served with warm Turkish Bread, followed by pizzas 
served hot out of the wood fired oven. 

With the winery open to the views of the vines, the 
gardens and the lake, every seat in the house will 
allow us to soak up the relaxing atmosphere and 
enjoy a lovely afternoon.  No wonder it was named 
as one of the Top 10 cellar doors in Victoria in an 
Age Good Food Guide. 

So  -  Relax  Unwind and Enjoy the 

company of your fellow members of Greythorn 
Probus on a leisurely day out. 

Contact Judy Brophy 

But wait ……   there’s more 

'Victoria's Silo Art Trail Tour' 

One of Victoria’s Arts treasures.  

Monday 24th - Friday 28th August 

The Silo Art Trail is Australia’s largest outdoor gallery. 
The trail stretches over 200 kilometres, linking Brim 
with neighbouring towns Lascelles, Patchewollock, 
Rosebery, Rupanyup and Sheep Hills.  

View the world famous Silo Art of the Wimmera, the 
wonderful sculptures of ‘The Spanner Man’ and 
Salute Oliva, olive grove both near Boort. 

Contact Judy Brophy for itinerary & details. 

At our Book group meeting at 2pm on Thursday 28th May 
eleven members connected via Zoom.  Erin, Marilyn, Diane 
and Denise each gave us an introduction to a book - Red 
Notice - Bill Browder; The Weekend - Charlotte Wood; The 
Cabin - Jorn Lier Horst; and The Hundred Year Old Man 
who climbed out of the window and disappeared- Jonas 
Jonasson. 

This gave us an insight into a variety of themes - intrigue, 
character study, crime and humour. 

At our next meeting we plan to discuss "The Electric Hotel" 
by Dominic Smith - hopefully at Kew Library on Thursday, 
25th June at 2:00 pm. 
Convenor:  Patricia Noseda 

Investment smiles all round for the investors when they 
Zoom’d on Tuesday evening.  Well - not quite, but things 
don’t seem quite as bleak as they have appeared over 
recent weeks.  A couple of the shares in the portfolio had 
actually risen to better than the ‘purchase’ price. 
The group sends its best wishes to Denise Boschetti for a  
speedy recovery. 
Convenors: Charlie Boschetti & Wal Hamilton 

The next book is The Wife and the Widow, a mystery 
thriller by Christian White, best selling author of The 
Nowhere Child. 

Discussed a possible face to face meeting but not popular 
with all.  We will be meeting again by Zoom. usual date 
and time, 2:00pm. 
Convenor:  Joan Teele 
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Next was the Painswick Rococo Garden in 
Gloucestershire—a restored C18 pleasure park with a 
collection of follies and structural elements. 

Our final garden was Bourton House in the Cotswolds.  It 
includes in its 3 acres of garden an imaginative topiary 
knot garden, serene 
‘white garden’ and 
water features, 
including a raised 
basket pond from 
the Great Exhibition 
of 1851.  There is 
also a 7 acre field 
open to visitors.  In 
1994/95 it was 
planted with groups of specimen trees.  Bourton House 

also has a Grade 1 listed 
C15 Tithe Barn. 

Some gardens of 
Southern England 
On Thursday 28 May  members enjoyed a wonderful 
illustrated tour of six of southern England’s most beautiful 
gardens with Suzanne Collings. 

Suzanne had visited each of these gardens after detailed 
research into their structure, history, locations and 
opening—in itself quite an undertaking to make the most 
of overseas touring. 

The first garden we visited was Great Dixter House and 
Garden located on the High Weald in Sussex, not far from 
Hastings. 

Great Dixter is 
made up of three 
houses, one built in 
the mid 15th 
century with later 
additions, a 
Yeoman’s house 
built in the early 
16th century and 
another, completed 
in 1912 combining 
the other two. 

The second garden 
was Scotney Castle, 
a moated house 
built around 1778—
and referred to as 
the ‘new’ castle as 

property records go back to 1137.   

From the early C18 British landscape gardeners had been 
creating gardens inspired by pictures but by 1800 a 
backlash had set in.  Critics considered the grassy vistas 
designed by Capability Brown ‘too smooth and tidy’.  
Scotney’s picturesque garden is the last fling in this 
backlash style of gardening. 

From Scotney Castle we moved to High Beeches, also 
located on the High Weald of Sussex.  This garden 
comprises 27 acres of woodland, water gardens and a 
collection of rare, exotic and award winning plants. 

The fourth garden was Highdown in Worthing.  The 
garden has been deemed a National Collection and was 
created by Frederick Stern from a Sussex chalk pit.   It has 
a collection of rare and beautiful plants. 

Great Dixter House & Garden 

Scotney Castle 

High Beeches 

old chalk pit in the backgrond 

Page 4 
Many thanks To Suzanne for sharing these spectacular gardens with us. 

Painswick Rococo Garden 

Highdown Gardens 
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Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  

9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  
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COVID19 is raging, my life is in a mess 
I live in my pyjamas and don’t have to dress 
I’m in isolation, just staying at home 
and would give my last dollar to be free to roam 

I’m seriously at risk (or that’s what they say) 
telling me to stay in and not go out each day 
in my head I’m so young though my licence reveals 
I’m a 70-plus senior (but that’s not how it feels!) 

When I run out of food and deliveries are late 
I have to buy groceries between 7 and 8 
so early in the morning I head out to restock 
and discover a line up that winds ‘round the block 

Social distancing seniors all 6 feet apart 
make me wonder just when I became an old fart 
my meals are repetitive (a lot like my gas!) 
and I’m tired of discussing why trump is an ass 

My latest new outfit is gloves and a mask 
and I’m starting to wonder if I’m up to this task 
I wash all my groceries all fruit, meat and veg....... 
will this additional precaution tip me over the edge? 

My beautiful brown hair has wide roots of grey 
no hairdressers around to help wash them away 
I’ve been talking to myself now I’m answering back 
is it Monday or Friday? I’ve really lost track 

I’ve stopped doing housework, it’s weeks since I’ve 
dusted 
and I know without visitors I’ll never get busted 
I facetime my friends or we group chat on zoom 
and try to pretend we’re all in the same room 

Thank God liquor stores are considered ‘essential’ 
without daily drinks this would drive us all mental 
every once in a while it is good to reflect 
on what this all means and what we can expect 

It’s a time to be grateful for all that we’ve got 
like a warm house and food that others have not 
the bottom line here by the time this all ends 
is that we’ll get through it with our family and friends 

So even if your partner  
is a bit of a grump 
you can really be grateful  
you’re not married to trump! 

Anon. 

Poetry Corner 
The Man Who Gave Up Sex 
for Golf:  

A golfer is in a competitive match with a friend, who 
is ahead by a couple of strokes. "Boy, I'd give 
anything to sink this putt", the golfer mumbles to 
himself. 

Just then, a stranger walks up beside him and 
whispers, "Would you be willing to give up a quarter 
of your sex life to sink the putt?" 

Thinking the man is crazy and his answer will be 
meaningless, the golfer also feels that maybe this is 
a good omen, so he says, "Sounds good to me," and 
promptly sinks the putt! 

Two holes later, he mumbles to himself again, 
"Gosh, I wish I could get an eagle on this one” 

“The same stranger is suddenly at his side again and 
whispers, "Would it be worth giving up another 
quarter of your sex life to make an eagle?” 

Shrugging, the golfer replies, "Okay." And, 
amazingly, he makes the eagle.  

On the final hole, the golfer needs another eagle to 
win. Without waiting for him to say anything, the 
stranger quickly moves to his side and says, "Would 
winning this match be worth giving up the rest of 
your sex life?" 

"Definitely," the golfer replies, and sure enough he 
makes the eagle and wins the match. 

As the golfer is walking to the club house, the 
stranger walks along beside him and says, "I haven't 
really been fair with you because you don't know 
who I am. I'm Satan, and from this day forward you 
really will have no sex life at all." 

"Nice to meet you," the golfer replies. "I'm Father 
O’Malley”  

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au


The French Photographer 

a review 
Last Thursday seven happy zoomers logged into the Book 
Club 2 chatroom to discuss our latest reading adventure, 
The French Photographer (or The Paris Orphan as it is 
known in the US), by Australian author, Natasha Lester. 

We all agreed that we quite enjoyed this light weight 
historical fiction by Lester, a rising star, with eight novels, 
and several international 
‘best sellers” adding to her 
growing list of successes.  
Lester began her career in 
the business world of 
fashion and cosmetics, but 
after completing a Master 
of Creative Arts and her 
first novel, What is Left 
Over, After, in 2012, she 
decided to change “lipsticks 
for literature”! 

Reading The French Photographer has provided us with a 
pleasant distraction in our ‘isolation’.  Lester’s novel has 
had mostly rave reviews, and Lester certainly recreates a 
real sense of the horrors of war, while she tackles issues, 
such as sexual discrimination and misogyny head-on. 
However, most of us had some reservations about the 
book.  Several characters were two dimensional, 
stereotypical or just out right annoying.  The plot began 
well, but became melodramatic and unconvincing.  We 
admired Lester’s ability to draw on extensive research to 
recreate the experiences of women, particularly, female 
journalists, during and directly after WWII. 

The main character (Jessica May (terrible name!)) is an 
amalgamation of real-life female war journalists, such as 
Martha Gellthorn, Iris Carpenter and others.  Lester’s 
chief source, however, was American Lee Miller, New 
York Vogue model and war correspondent for Vogue, 
Paris.  Miller was the lover and muse of surrealist artist 
Man Ray, wife of Egyptian businessman Aziz Eloui Bey 
and later became Lady Penrose, after marrying painter, 
Roland Penrose.  This remarkable photojournalist 
overcame huge obstacles and red tape to travel to war 
zones, where she documented the horrors and heroism 
of war, including the London Blitz and the battlefield of 
France.  After the war Miller visited the concentration 
camps of Buchenwald and Dachau, photographed the 
scene of the Nazi suicides in Leipzig and Hitler’s 
apartment in Munich, where she posed for an iconic 
photo in the Fuhrer’s bathtub! 

After the war Miller returned to Britain with Penrose.  
Like most female journalists she found little satisfying 

work available, the serious jobs given to their male 
counterparts.  While she occasionally did a photoshoot 
for Vogue, she eventually discarded the darkroom for the 

kitchen.  Miller suffered from 
PSTD and ongoing depression 
and died of cancer in 1977.  
Had it not been for her son, 
Anthony’s discovery of 
thousands of photos, 
documents and journals, in 
the family home of Farley 
Farm in Sussex, the world 
may never have known of this 
amazing woman! 

If you want a light read, pick up Lester’s novel, but for a 
more inspiring story research the real Lee Miller and 
explore her amazing photographs! 

Jan Coffee 

 

 The author, Natasha Lester 
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 Lee Miller—wartime photos 

Lee Miller, the Vogue model 
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While we’re thinking about grannies 
Three old grannies were sitting on a park bench 
enjoying the outdoors and chatting among 
themselves when a flasher comes by.  The flasher 
stood right in front of them and opened his trench 
coat. 

The first old grannie had a stroke 

Then the second old grannie had a stroke 

But the third old grannie had arthritis and 
couldn’t reach that far. 

Walking on the grass 
The room was full of pregnant women with their 
husbands. 

The Instructor said, "Ladies, remember that exercise 
is good for you.  Walking is especially beneficial - it 
strengthens the pelvic muscles and will make 
delivery that much easier.  Just pace yourself, make 
plenty of stops and try to stay on a soft surface, like a 
grass path." 

“Gentlemen, remember -- you're in this together. It 
wouldn't hurt you to go walking with her. In fact, that 
shared experience would be good for you both”.  The 
room suddenly became very quiet as the men 
absorbed this information.  

After a few moments a man, name unknown, at the 
back of the room, slowly raised his hand.  "Yes?" said 
the Instructor. 

"I was just wondering if it would be all right if she 
carries a golf bag?” 

Brings a tear to your eye, doesn't it? 

(THIS LEVEL OF SENSITIVITY CAN'T BE TAUGHT) 

The reason grandparents and 
grandchildren get along so well is 
that they have a common enemy 

Sam Leveson 

Scientists say that women who have 
children after 40 are more likely to live to be 
100 but they don’t know why.  I think the 
reason is that they’re waiting for the day 
when their kids move out of the house. 

Lorrie Moss 
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Marty’s Playground 
Schoolchildren Howlers 
During the Renaissance America began.  Christopher 
Columbus was a great navigator who discovered 
America whilst cursing about the Atlantic.  His ships 
were called the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa Fe. 

Later, the Pilgrims crossed the ocean, and this was 
called Pilgrim’s Progress.  The winter of 1620 was a 
hard one for the settlers.  Many people died and 
many babies were born.  Captain John Smith was 
responsible for all this.  

Ten Collective Nouns 
Correct answers to Collective Nouns. Edition 10. 

(1) scourge (2) watch (3) buffoonery (4) school  
(5) pride (6) bevy (7) parliament (8) drove  
(9) bed (10) company  

Now try the next 10 

1. A  ............... of Peacocks 

2. A  ............... of Penguins 

3. A  ............... of Pheasants 

4. A  ............... of Pigeons 

5. A  ............... of Pigs 

6. A  ............... of Piglets 

7. A  ............... of Pilchards 

8. An  ............. of Platypuses 

9. A  ............... of Plovers 

10. A  ............... of Polecats 

Grey Matter Weekly 11 Trump That ! 
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Over recent weeks I’ve been sent lots of Trump cartoons—
many VERY overtly party political.  This one’s also a bit 

overly political, sorry, but certainly an interesting take on 
the style of the man. 

I hope no-one’s offended. 


